M. K. Yusupov and A. S. Sadykov, Zh. Gbshch. Khim., 34._.., 1672 (1964) . K. M. Zuparova, B. Chommadov, M. K. Yusupov, and A. S. Sadykov, Khim. Prirodn. Soedin., 487 (1972 Timbekov, and Kh. A. Asian.v, Khim. Prirodn. Soedin., 194 (1975) The IR s p e c t r u m of the base [Xmax 219,265 nm (log a 3.69, 3.76l is characteristic for pyridine alkaloids. In the IR spectrum of gentiananine there are absorption bands for the lactone of a carbonyl group at 1735 cm -1 and for an a r o m a t i c ring at 1600 cm -1. On the basis of its UV and IR s p e c t r a , gentiananine has the skeleton of gentianine [4] . The NMR s p e c t r u m of gentiananine (CC14, 5 scale) has signals at 3.38ppm (3H, singlet, methoxy group) and 2.25 and 1.78 ppm (3H and 3H, singlets, C-methyl groups), and in the weak-field region (6.0-10.0 ppm) there a r e no signals of protons. Consequently, in the base all the aromatic protons have been replaced.
In the NMR spectra of pyridine alkaloids substituents p r e s e n t in the c~ position are revealed in weaker fields than those in the fl position. On this basis it may be concluded that one of the C-methyl groups ingentiananine is p r e s e n t in the a position and the other in the /3 position. 
